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US-based drug company Johnson & Johnson 
has recently signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the CSIR- 
Institute of Microbial Technology 
(IMTECH), Chandigarh, India on 16th 
August 2017 in New Delhi.  As per the 
MoU, both institutes will work together 
to accelerate discovery and approval of 
innovative new treatments for tuberculosis. 
The partnership focuses on working in 
support of India’s National Strategic Plan to 
end TB by 2025.
CSIR and Johnson & Johnson join hands for TB  
Drug Research
VAJRA (Visiting Advanced Joint Research) Faculty 
Scheme is a dedicated program exclusively for overseas 
scientists and academicians with emphasis on Non-
resident Indians (NRI) and Persons of Indian Origin 
(PIO)/ Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) to work as 
funded academic and research institutions in India. The 
Scheme recognizes the value of collaborative research 
as a crucial element for information sharing among 
researchers for updating and acquiring knowledge and 
skills, and also to draw different perspectives to solve 
a shared problem. Science and Engineering Research 
Board (SERB), Department of Science & Technology 
(DST) welcomes well-accomplished overseas scientists 
to take up challenging research problems in the Indian 
setting and take advantage of the scheme. The area of 
research to be undertaken by the faculty should be of 
outcome to practice.  Faculty can also be incuded  in 
teaching/ mentoring during the period of stay in India. 
They could also play other related roles in scouting for 
potential technologies within the institution, review and 
act as mentors of start-ups housed at the host institution. 
Further information at www.vajra-india.in
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